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CONSTRUCTION SAFETY STANDARDS COMMISSION MEETING 
 

November 14, 2006—9:30 a.m. 
Michigan Laborers Training and Apprenticeship Institute 

11155 South Beardslee Rd. 
Perry, Michigan 

 

MINUTES
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 
Larry Redfearn 
Lynn Coleman 
Don Staley 

Valerie Bradley 
Gregg Newsom  

 
COMMISIONERS ABSENT: 
Patrick ‘Shorty’ Gleason     Peter Strazdas 
 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Martha Yoder  MIOSHA Acting Director 
Marsha Parrott-Boyle MIOSHA Standards Section Program Manager 
Bob Pawlowski  MIOSHA Construction Safety & Health Division Director 
Cindy D. Eicher  MIOSHA Standards Section Secretary 
Louis Peasley  MIOSHA CET Grant Administrator 
 
VISITORS: 
Rick Mee    Michigan Chapter Associated General Contractors 
Keith Sarns   Communication Tower Advisory Committee Co-chair 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

THE MISSION OF THE CONSTRUCTION SAFETY STANDARDS COMMISSION IS TO PROVIDE THE LEADERSHIP 
AND VISION NECESSARY TO ENSURE A SAFE WORK ENVIRONMENT FOR THE MICHIGAN CONSTRUCTION 
COMMUNITY. 
 
THE COMMISSION INVOLVES EMPLOYEES AND EMPLOYERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SAFETY STANDARDS 
AS IT ENDEAVORS TO CONTINUALLY EXAMINE AND IMPROVE THOSE STANDARDS FOR PURPOSE, CLARITY, 
APPLICABILITY, ENFORCEABILITY, AND COST EFFECTIVENESS. 
 
IT IS OUR VISION THAT WE BECOME A NATIONAL LEADER IN SAFETY FOR INDUSTRY BY INCORPORATING THE 
CHANGING NEEDS OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND METHODS INTO OUR STANDARDS. 

**** 
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Agenda Item #1--Call to Order and Roll Call
Vice Chairperson Redfearn called the November 14, 2006 meeting to order.  A roll call was taken and 
a quorum was present.   
 
Agenda Item #2--Approval of Minutes for August 9, 2006 Meeting 
A motion was made by Commissioner Coleman and seconded by Commissioner Newsome to 
approve the minutes of the August 9, 2006 meeting.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item #3--Standards Section Update-- Marsha Parrott-Boyle, Program Manager 
 
Ms. Marsha Parrott-Boyle thanks Commissioner Coleman for the invitation and the use of the 
Michigan Laborers Training and Apprenticeship Institute for today’s meeting.  Ms. Parrott-Boyle 
announced to the commissioners that MIOSHA has just received notice that Mr. Timothy Wise was 
resigning from the Construction Safety Standards Commission. 
 
Ms. Parrott-Boyle reviewed the "MIOSHA Goals for FY 2004-2009" and indicated the Standards 
Section is striving to reduce the backlog of standards to be revised by 70% in this five-year period.  
MIOSHA has just started the fourth year in this cycle and will start planning the next five year plan as 
early as possible. 
 
Ms. Parrott-Boyle reviewed the progress of rules undergoing revision in detail.   
 
The commissioners received a copy of Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries Michigan 2005.  Ms. 
Parrott-Boyle briefly reviewed this publication with the commissioners. 
 
Agenda Item #4-- New Business 
 A. 2006-07 MIOSHA CET Grant – Louis Peasley 
 
Mr. Louis Peasley announced that this year MIOSHA awarded 20 CET grants for a total of $1.15 
million.  There were 36 applications for grants received.  The total amount awarded is down a little 
from the $1.25 million awarded last year.  Mr. Peasley gave an overview of the grant process.  A 
listing of the CET grants this year was distributed to the commissioners.  Mr. Peasley reviewed the 
construction focused grants that were awarded this year.   

 
Agenda Item #5--Old Business 

A. Communication Tower Advisory Committee Update – Keith Sarns 
 
Mr. Keith Sarns updated the commission on the work of the Communication Tower Advisory 
Committee.  Mr. Sarns stated that the work is progressing well and they feel they are about 70% 
completed.  He stated that there is a lot of knowledge and expertise throughout the committee 
members.  They have very good discussions and are operating on a consensus basis.  They hope to 
complete their work with approximately two or three more meetings.  The commissioners were 
provided with a working draft and a list of seven items that the committee agreed to work on. 
 
 B.  Communication Tower Advisory Committee Applications 

1. James Macksey – Hydaker-Wheatlake Company 
2. David C. Bradley – Hydaker-Wheatlake Company 
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The commissioners reviewed the two new applications for this advisory committee.  They noted with 
the ratio of management and labor representatives on the advisory committee that only one additional 
labor representative would be appropriate to add at this time.  It was also noticed that Mr. Bradley has 
been attending the meetings regularly as a guest and is familiar with the work and progress the 
advisory committee has completed.  A motion was made by Commissioner Coleman and seconded 
by Commissioner Bradley to appoint David Bradley as a labor representative on the Communication 
Tower Advisory Committee.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
The commissioners indicated they appreciated Mr. Macksey’s interest but that there was no need for 
an additional labor representative at this time and they indicated they would consider him if there was 
a need for additional members at a later date.  Mr. Macksey’s application will be tabled until needed. 
 
Agenda Item #6--Construction Safety & Health Division Update--Bob Pawlowski, Director 
 
Mr. Bob Pawlowski reviewed construction related fatalities for calendar year 2006.  There have been 
19 fatalities investigated by Construction Safety & Health Division (CSHD) by category; 8 falls; 3 
cave-ins; 3 electrocutions, 1 explosion, 3 struck-by and 1 caught between.   
 
The CSHD conducted 3090 inspections and issued 6401 violations during fiscal year 2005/2006.  
They have continued in their efforts to increase inspection time on residential construction and 342 of 
these inspections were done equaling 11% of total inspections.   
 
Mr. Pawlowski reported that at their in-service training in August industrial hygienists were trained on 
the new Hexavalent Chromium standard.  The division is also working on a fact sheet for this topic. 
 
The CSHD has posted on the MIOSHA website 15 “Construction Fact Sheets”.  The latest one posted 
is Bracing Tall Masonry Walls.   
 
Mr. Pawlowski informed the commissioners that the two safety officers that started in July are now 
beginning to conduct their own inspections.  The division currently has three positions open.  Mr. 
Pawlowski sadly advised the commission of the passing of Jim Pike, who had been a construction 
safety inspector for 12 years before moving to the Consultation, Education and Training Division.   
 
Agenda Item #7--Michigan OSHA Update--Martha Yoder, Acting Director 
Ms. Yoder expressed her appreciation to Commissioner Coleman for his hospitality and the use of the 
facility for the commission’s meeting.   
 
Ms. Yoder indicated that the department was very supportive of the CET grant program.  Ms. Yoder 
noted that the commissioners had received the newest issue of the MIOSHA News which focuses on 
Powered Industrial Trucks which have been a growing concern due to the increase in fatalities 
involving their use. 
 
The commissioners also received a copy of the latest Department of Labor and Economic Growth’s 
organizational chart which shows the temporary appointments that have been in place since July.  
Since the last meeting of this commission MIOSHA has been placed under the agencies overseen by 
Doug Kalinowski.   
 
Ms. Yoder advised the commission that MIOSHA is continuing its youth initiative efforts and shared a 
News Advisory "MIOSHA Launches Extreme Safety Youth Campaign."   Royal Oak High School and 
Parents for Student Safety Employment Standards (PASSES) co-hosted the event on October 10, 
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2006.   MIOSHA mailed to over 900 high schools, charter schools and vocational schools a brochure 
and PowerPoint program containing information for teachers, counselors, parents and employers to 
help them protect teen workers.  There is also in place a contest for high school kids to develop the 
best youth safety program.  MIOSHA has found two sponsors so far and hope to find two more.  The 
sponsors will serve as judges and donate prizes.    
 
Ms. Yoder stated that PASSES has done a wonderful job with youths and is able to effectively get 
their attention and performs training all over the state.   
 
MIOSHA has developed language to add to citations to make clear how to calculate the 15 working 
days employers have to file an appeal after a citation is issued.  MIOSHA is also adding information 
on how to settle a MIOSHA compliance case through an Informal Settlement Agreement or through 
the appeal process on the website. 
 
MIOSHA has selected a vendor to train employees to be better ambassadors of our mission and 
helping with how to explain and convey information more efficiently and in a manner that is easier for 
employers and employees to understand. This is part of MIOSHA’s goal to continue to make 
improvements in its service.  The media office is helping with the development of a booklet describing 
MIOSHA services.   
 
Ms. Yoder advised that the budget looks tight for next year and MIOSHA is working on ways to cut 
spending such as sharing items and really evaluating the need for any purchases.  MIOSHA is also 
filling vacancies slowly while awaiting final budget numbers. 
 
Agenda Item #8--Cynthia Hutchens-Smith, Lansing Area OSHA Office 
Ms. Hutchens-Smith was unable to attend. 
 
Agenda Item #9--Next Scheduled Meeting 
The next scheduled meeting is February 7, 2007 and will be held in conjunction with CAM Design and 
Construction Expo in Novi, Michigan.  Elections for officers for 2007 will need to be made at that 
meeting.  Future dates and locations for commission meetings were discussed.   
 
Agenda Item #10--Public Comment 
Rick Mee stated it was a pleasure to be in attendance and listen to the work of the commission.  He 
stated on behalf of himself and the Michigan Chapter Associated General Contractors that the 
MIOSHA website is a very valuable tool and they appreciate all the information available.  He 
indicated that they are using it more and more and that they appreciate the good work that has gone 
into it. 
 
Agenda Item #11--Adjournment 
With no further business before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned 
 
 
 
____________________________________  _________________ 
Larry Redfearn, Vice-Chairperson    Date 
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